
No.9   E.F.T.S.   -   21   November   1942   

  
Recruits  began  their  air  force  career  with  a  four  week  posting  to  a  Manning  Depot                 
where   they   learned   the   basics   of   military   life.     
  

From  there  they  proceeded  to  an  Initial  Training  School  where  mathematics,             
navigation,  aerodynamics,  and  other  subjects  were  studied.  Their  results  here            
determined  their  next  posting,  some  being  considered  suitable  for  flying  training             
and   others   for   navigation   or   wireless   schools.   
  

The  first  step  for  those  who  qualified  for  pilot  training  was  a  posting  to  an                 
Elementary  Flying  Training  School  (EFTS).  An  eight  week  course  involved  all            
aspects  of  basic  flight  and  navigation  and  about  fifty  hours  of  flying  in  the  single                 
engined  “primary”  training  aircraft  such  as  Fleet  Fawns,  Fleet  Finches,  de             
Havilland   Tiger   Moths,   and   later   in   the   war,   Fairchild   Cornells.   
  

Source   of   the   above:   

https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/bcatp/british-commonwealth-air-training 

-plan/   

  

  

  

  

LAC  William  Gerald  Phelan  was  taken  on  strength  with  No.9  E.F.T.S.  on  21               

November   1942.   He   was   in   course   No.69.   

  

https://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c12338/172?r=0&s=4   

  

https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/bcatp/british-commonwealth-air-training-plan/
https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/bcatp/british-commonwealth-air-training-plan/
https://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c12338/172?r=0&s=4


  

  

  

There  is  very  little  information  about  that  school  on  the  Internet.   I  have  found  this                 

about   No.   9    E.F.T.S   

  

http://stcatharinesflyingclub.com/about/history/   

  

World   War   II   –   No.   9   Elementary   Flying   Training   School   (E.F.T.S.)   
  

Murton  A.  Seymour,  president  of  the  St.  Catharines  Flying  Club  (S.C.F.C.)  was              
instrumental  in  forming  the  Canadian  Flying  Clubs  Association.  He  travelled  to             
Ottawa  in  1939  to  meet  the  Minister  of  National  Defence,  Ian  Alistair  Mackenzie,               

http://stcatharinesflyingclub.com/about/history/


in  an  attempt  to  have  the  government  support  air  training  through  existing  flying               
clubs.   
  

With  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II  many  flying  clubs,  including  the  S.C.F.C,  saw                
their  resources  being  stretched  to  the  limit.  This  was  due  to  new  members  hoping                
to  gain  qualifications  in  an  attempt  to  automatically  qualify  for  the  Royal  Canadian               
Air   Force.   
  

Seymour  advocated  for  the  placement  of  an  Elementary  Flying  Training  School             
(E.F.T.S.)  at  St.  Catharines  as  part  of  the  British  Commonwealth  Air  Training  Plan.               
This  goal  was  realized  on  12  August  1940  when  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force                
Headquarters  announced  the  creation  of  No.  9  E.F.T.S.  to  be  located  at  St.               
Catharines.  The  school  was  set  to  open  on  15  March  1941  with  an  initial  intake  of                  
24  students.  Shortly  thereafter,  an  order  was  received  from  Ottawa  announcing  that              
the  new  opening  date  was  to  be  15  October  1940  and  that  the  school  was  expected                  
to   accept   28   students.   
  

One  of  the  challenges  faced  by  the  S.C.F.C.  was  soft  field  conditions.  To  counter                
this,  construction  of  new  runways  began  in  May  1941,  which  helped  to  ensure  the                
permanency   of   the   St.   Catharines   airport.   
  

No.  9  E.F.T.S.  was  formally  disbanded  on  14  January  1944.  When  the  school               
closed  it  had  accepted  2,468  student  pilots.  Of  these,  1,848  graduated  from  the               
program.   The   total   air   time   for   the   school   was   134,011   hours.   
  

After  No.  9  E.F.T.S.  was  disbanded  the  airport  became  home  to  RCAF  No.  4                
Wireless  School  Flying  Squadron.  This  unit  was  located  at  the  airport  until  15               
August   1945.   
  

  

  

LAC  William  Gerald  Phelan  would  stay  there  for  8  weeks  learning  to  fly  the  Tiger                 

Moth.   

  



  

  

Source   of   the   image   

https://www.rcaf-arc.forces.gc.ca/en/cf-aerospace-warfare-centre/elibrary/jour 

nal/2016-vol5-iss2-06-the-great-canadian-air-battle.page     

https://www.rcaf-arc.forces.gc.ca/en/cf-aerospace-warfare-centre/elibrary/journal/2016-vol5-iss2-06-the-great-canadian-air-battle.page
https://www.rcaf-arc.forces.gc.ca/en/cf-aerospace-warfare-centre/elibrary/journal/2016-vol5-iss2-06-the-great-canadian-air-battle.page


The  first  step  for  those  who  qualified  for  pilot  training  was  a  posting  to  an                 
Elementary  Flying  Training  School  (EFTS).  An  eight  week  course  involved  all            
aspects  of  basic  flight  and  navigation  and  about  fifty  hours  of  flying  in  the  single                 
engined  “primary”  training  aircraft  such  as  Fleet  Fawns,  Fleet  Finches,  de             
Havilland   Tiger   Moths,   and   later   in   the   war,   Fairchild   Cornells.   
  

https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/bcatp/british-commonwealth-air-tr 

aining-plan/   

  

This  is  a  Website  dedicated  to  that  training  school.  However  it  doesn’t  cover  the                

time   period   he   was   there.   

  

http://9efts.blogspot.com/   

  

His  citation  says  William  Gerald  Phelan  may  have  graduated  5  February  1943  but               

he   was   not   posted   to   No.16   SFTS   until   6   March   1943.   

  

https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/bcatp/british-commonwealth-air-training-plan/
https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/bcatp/british-commonwealth-air-training-plan/
http://9efts.blogspot.com/


  

  

  

  

He  was  on  leave  for  29  days  from  6  February  to  6  March  1943.  We  have  part  of  his                     

record   of   service   file   showing   this.   

  



  

Collection   William   Gerald   Phelan’s   family   
  


